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T A S T E  O F  FO R T  M I L L  2017 

 

VO LU N TEE R  SPO TL I GH T  

We are so very excited and grate-

ful to announce that, the 5th 

annual Taste of Fort Mill will take 

place on Friday, April 28, 2017 

from 7 – 11 p.m. at the Spring-

field Golf Club Pavilion.  Friend-

ship level tickets are currently on 

sale (see Page 2). Individual 

tickets go on sale April 4, 2017 

costing $50 per person.  
 

Dan Wilde, chairperson of this 

year’s event, said, “The food, 

wine and beer will be delicious 

and the music and dancing will 

once again be fantastic. Our 

silent auction and raffle will be 

better than ever. If you want an 

evening together with friends 

and family, this event will warm 

your heart!”  
 

The Taste of Fort Mill is an up-

scale charity event that high-

lights the delicious culinary diver-

sity of 20 local purveyors of food 

and wine. The charity event 

hosts over 500 adults and is a 

rain or shine event.  
 

The Taste of Fort Mill offers food, 

auction items and music. In 

2016, the event helped raise 

more than $120,000 – exceed-

ing its $100,000 goal – with 90 

percent used to fund a new sci-

ence lab and enrich the STEAM 

programs at The School. This 

year’s goal is to raise $100,000 

or more once again.  
 

“We are thrilled The Taste of Fort 

Mill is returning for a fifth con-

secutive year,” said Cindy Kelly, 

founder of the event.  “Through 

the years, we have seen this 

event grow and we are extremely 

thankful for the support we have 

received from the local commu-

nity, generous sponsors and 

participating restaurants.” 
 

Save the date and plan on enjoy-

ing an exhilarating evening under 

the stars while supporting a very 

worthy cause, our school. 

For ticket and sponsorship infor-

mation please go to: 

www.tasteoffortmill.com 
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For this quarter’s newsletter we 

would like to spotlight an amaz-

ing volunteer that has been help-

ing us here at The Palmetto 

School for several years… 

Pramita Bhadauria. 
 

Pramita has volunteered at the 

School for over 4 years. Her son 

started volunteering at CAH 

when he was in High School and 

when he left for college 4 years 

ago, she joined and has transi-

tioned to volunteering for The 

Palmetto School.  Pramita has 

done many different things from 

being a study buddy, a P.E. help-

er, an office helper and much 

more.  She says, “It really never 

mattered to me what I did be-

cause I just love coming to The 

Palmetto School and being with 

all these beautiful kids.” 
 

Pramita is originally from India 

and moved to the USA in 1995. 

She lived in Florida before mov-

ing to Fort Mill, SC in 2006.  Her 

son will be graduating this sum-

mer from Carnegie Mellon Uni-

versity and her daughter, who is 

a junior at Nation Ford High 

School, also volunteers at The 

Palmetto School. Pramita’s hus-

band is a Plant Manager at 

Coatex Inc. and his company is 

also a School donor. “So you can 

say our family is involved, trying 

to do whatever little we can!” 
 

A special note from Pramita:  

“Why do we do this? It's hard to 

explain but for me- it's given me 

sheer joy and fulfillment to be 

involved with these kids and also 

help all these wonderful people 

who work here. I wanted my kids 

to be involved, too, because this 

is the age where they should 

learn to give back to the commu-

nity and grow. We, as parents, 

have a responsibility to teach our 

kids to be a part of our society 

and work towards its success.” 



The Palmetto School NEWS  March 2017 

http://thepalmettoschool.org/  Page 2 

STA FF  IN T ROD UC T ION S  
We are very excited to introduce two new 

staff members who joined our team at the 

beginning of the school year.  Nicki Elkins is 

our new School Counselor and Kay Wellen-

kotter is our Instructional Assistant and they 

are making such a difference!  

Nicki Elkins was born and raised in Texas, 

but her family has always had roots in Rock 

Hill.  Nicki has lived ALL over the world, but 

claims Texas as her home because she 

lived there the longest during her school 

years. 

Nicki received her Undergraduate degree at 

University of South Carolina in Criminal Jus-

tice, studied Sign Language at Blue Ridge 

Community College, and received her Mas-

ters of Education at Winthrop University. 

After graduating in 2012, Nicki was a long-

term substitute guidance counselor before 

joining The Palmetto School this Fall. 

Nicki lives with her son, Graham (13),  2 

dogs - Sherlock and Kobe,  and 1 cat - Pop-

corn Moses.  She loves to paint, build and 

work in the yard planting flowers. 

Nicki says she is most excited about making 

a difference for the students that attend 

The Palmetto School; helping them to make 

smart goals and achieve those goals.  “I 

truly feel that each student that enters The 

Palmetto School is so special and unique 

and I absolutely love that I get to spend time 

helping and guiding them.” 

Nicki’s favorite part of working at The Pal-

metto School is that she is able to reach out 

and help someone AND not knowing what 

each day has to hold, “it really keeps me on 

my toes,” she says.   

Kay Wellenkotter, our Instructional Assis-

tant,  grew up in Panama City, Florida and 

lived in 4 different states before moving to 

Fort Mill 13 years ago.  She received a BA in 

Art (Graphic Design) from Salisbury Universi-

ty in Salisbury, MD.  

After discovering the CAH, Kay started vol-

unteering in the Palmetto School in 2012 

and worked as a substitute until getting a 

job in the Rock Hill School District.  Kay was 

a shadow for an autistic child in Rock Hill 

and then worked as an instructional assis-

tant in the Resource area in Fort Mill until 

joining the Palmetto School last spring. 

Kay lives in Fort Mill with her husband and 

two dogs, Charlie and Bentley.  They have a 

son, Christopher, who lives in Atlanta and a 

daughter, Chloe, who is a freshman at USC 

in Columbia.  In her free time Kay enjoys 

camping and spending time with family and 

friends. 

One of the things Kay enjoys most about 

working at the school are the great col-

leagues.  “We work as a team and are one 

big family,” she says. 

HOW DO I GET  

ADVANCE TICKETS? 
 

Reserve 2 FRIENDSHIP TICKETS* to the 

event by donating $250 or more to  

The Palmetto School and become a  

FRIEND OF THE PALMETTO SCHOOL! 
 

Tickets to The Taste of Fort Mill Charity Event 

sell out fast, so reserve your tickets today! This 

tax–deductible donation directly helps the  

children at The Palmetto School. 

 
 

 

*Friendship tickets are for  

Individuals and households only 

 

Please provide the information below, along with 

a check made payable to The Palmetto School 

 

Mail to: 

Tricia Tauzin 

1060 Wessington Manor 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Phone:____________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed:___________________________ 

 

__ YES! I’d like to receive the Taste of Fort Mill newslet-

ter for up to date information about this year’s event. 

 

Thank you for your donation! Your FRIENDSHIP 

helps push us toward our fundraising goal! 
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N I G H T  O F  ARI S T OC RACY  
As most of our readers know, every year at The Taste of Fort Mill there is one large raffle item that brings in quite a bit of money for our 

children at The Palmetto School and last year was no exception.  Last year our raffle item was an ‘Evening of Aristocracy’ and it did not 

disappoint.  The raffle winners, Sue & Pete Bauer, won a night for themselves and 10 guests that included: a black-tie event & etiquette 

(1920s formal attire optional), 6 chauffer driven private cars for local transportation of guests to/from White Homestead, tour of the White 

Homestead, sommelier to lead vintage wine tasting in the game room, cocktails served before dinner in the Nataborium, formal dining 

including a 5-course dinner & contemporary fine wines, with service by a butler, sommelier & footmen AND after dinner drinks served in 

the parlor and/or Colonel Springs’ study!  We wanted to give you all a glimpse of this amazing once in a lifetime evening! 

Well, what a night the winners did have!!!  They even received a personal tour from Anne Springs Close herself with personal family stories 

and history!  So, the attendees of this evening and all of us here at The Palmetto School wanted to thank and acknowledge Walter Sher-

man, the donor and mastermind behind the entire evening.  But, as we heard from Walter, these types of evenings can not be put together 

without the help of many, many other people and local businesses.  So, we wanted to thank the various other businesses and individuals 

who contributed and made this very special evening possible for The Taste of Fort Mill and The Palmetto School. 

We would like to thank: 

The Springs Farm Peach Stand 

Angie McCrae 

Wyndie & Dickie Havnaer 

Ann Evans 

Jessie & John Little 

Melanie Rowe Catering (Rock Hill) 

Diane Simrill& Loyd Ardrey 

Doug Hinson 

Anne Springs Close 

Buy the Bunch (Fort Mill) 

Elliott Close 

Elizabeth Brewer Caughman 

Harriett Goode 

O’Darby’s Fine Wines & Spirits 

(Rock Hill) 

Anita Michele Case 

Ashley & George Barron 

The White Homestead 

Barbara & Scott James 

Suzie & Nelson Wright 

Geraldine & Walter Sherman 
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How time has flown this school year!!  I cannot believe we are 

well into in the 3rd quarter and it is 2017!  It sure doesn’t hurt 

that we have been having spring like temps for most of this 

new year!  The children really love playing on the playground 

and enjoying the outdoors the past 2 months even though the 

“great snow storm” never did occur.  Still, things are going well 

at The Palmetto School and we are gearing up for The Taste of 

Fort Mill, our largest annual fundraising event. 

We have had to change  some classroom assignments due to 

new DSS regulations, but all are acclimating and the teachers 

are enjoying the changes.  We have also made some office 

assignment changes that have helped and Ms. Hopper, our 

music teacher for several years, has started teaching Social 

Studies to all grades.  All in all, we just keep trucking and 

teaching these kids.  As long as they feel loved and are contin-

uing to grow their skills, we feel we are succeeding.  Thanks to 

all of you, we amazingly continue to do this on a daily basis.  

Happy, almost, Spring! 

EXE CU T IVE  D I RE C TO R ’S  NO TE  

  

Type address here or use Mail Merge 

to automatically address this 

publication to multiple recipients. 

CO RP O R ATE  SPON SO RS  
As of print 

The Palmetto School at the Children’s Attention 

Home serves children who have been removed 

from their home by DSS for reasons of abuse, 

abandonment, or neglect, and reside at the on 

campus shelter, The Children’s Attention Home. 

We also serve children who reside at other local 

shelters such as Pilgrim’s Inn, Family Prom-

ise and Safe Passage.   

Our students are in kindergarten through 8th 

grade. The Palmetto School is a Fine arts school 

that integrates the arts to help students improve 

learning and heal from their life’s trauma and 

situation. Most of our Fine Arts Staff are volun-

teers that have served our school for the past 6 

years.  

The school also focuses on meeting the basic 

needs of the children while providing a solid, 

appropriate, individualized academic program. 

Utilizing classrooms with low teacher to student 

ratios, children are able to spend significant 

individual or small group time with the teacher. 

Considerable emphasis is placed on teaching 

the children the appropriate behavioral skills 

needed for them to prosper as students. 

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit entity, and over 

60% of our operating budget comes from 

donations. Donations made to our school are 

tax deductible. 

It Shouldn’t Hurt to be a Child – Be a Voice 

Proud Partner of 

The Palmetto School @ the CAH 

PO Box 2892, Rock Hill, SC 29732 

 

Phone: 803-328-6555 

Email: mpaterson@thepalmettoschool.org 


